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01 The need for carbon removal
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Carbon Dioxide Removal (CDR) refers to deliberate technologies, practices and 
approaches that remove and durably store carbon (CO2) from the atmosphere
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IPCC AR6 WGIII: CDR Factsheet
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CDR is needed to counter-balance emissions from difficult-to-decarbonize 
sectors and are the first steppingstone towards a post-2030 policy (IPCC, 2022)
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2010 2030 2050

Global GHG 
emissions

Policies implemented: 
+2.7° trajectory50 GtCO2e

Pledges made: 
+2.0° trajectory

+1.5° path 

Data: Climate Action Tracker, 
UNEP Emissions Gap Report

Urgently needed

GHG removals needed to
0

additional emission
reductions

offset remaining emissions &
contain atmospheric CO2 levels

Pledged regulated
GHG mitigation

Renewable energy

Energy efficiency

Afforestation

Soil carbon accumulation

...

...

PRIVATE SECTOR

Progressively reduces GHG 
emissions (internal & value chain)

Finances GHG 
mitigation (beyond 

value chain) to offset 
remaining emissions

CARBON CREDIT PROJECTS

Acknowledge ambitious 
corporate climate action

CUSTOMERS

SHAREHOLDERS

WORKFORCE

GENERAL PUBLIC

(Part of the) Solution:
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02EU certification on carbon 
removal
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The EU certification on carbon removal is the first EU-wide voluntary 
framework to certify carbon removals

Key points: 
§ The aim is to establish an harmonized and 

reliable certification that allows different 
stakeholders to access the opportunities on 
carbon removal business

§ The final goals: 
• Set out high-quality carbon removals criteria
• Define methodologies and process to monitor, 

report and verify (MRV) the authenticity of these 
removals 
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Main objectives: 
ü Accelerate the deployment of verifiable, 

high-quality carbon removals
ü Encourage industries, farmers and 

foresters to adopt effective carbon 
removal solutions

ü Counter greenwashing (trustworthy 
removals) + Green Claims

ü Ensure the EU’s capacity to quantify, 
monitor and verify carbon removals

ü Stimulate result-based financing options 
by private or public sources

https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/sustainable-carbon-cycles/carbon-removal-certification_en

https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/sustainable-carbon-cycles/carbon-removal-certification_en
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Carbon removal activities
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Permanent Storage
E.g. Bioenergy with Carbon Capture and Storage (BECCS), 

Direct Air Carbon Capture and Storage (DACCS)

Carbon Farming
E.g. Soil and forest activities in the scope of the LULUCF Regulation, 
including: Peatland restoration, agroforestry, sustainable forest 
management, soil carbon sequestration.

Carbon storage in long-lasting products
E.g. wood-based construction materials and other carbon-storing 
construction products
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How does the voluntary certification of carbon removal work?
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EU develops 
methodologies 
& recognizes 
certification 
schemes

Operators join 
an EU-

recognised 
certification 

scheme

Independent 
third-party 
verification

Periodically 
revision of 
certification

Certified 
carbon 

removals are 
recorded in 
registries
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QU.A.L.ITY criteria for all type of Carbon Removals

ADDITIONALITY SUSTAINABILITYLONG TERM 
STORAGE

QUANTIFICATION

ü Carbon removals are 
accurately measured 
and deliver 
unambiguous benefits 
for the climate

ü Based on international 
standards like GHG 
Protocol 

ü Carbon removal 
activities go beyond 
standard market 
practices and legal 
obligations

ü Highly representative 
standardized baseline 
preferred vs project-
specific baseline

ü Certificates clearly 
account for duration of 
carbon storage

ü Temporary certificates 
for carbon farming are 
possible but validity of 
certificate expires at the 
end of the monitoring 
period

ü Carbon removal activities 
shall not harm the 
environment 

ü Methodologies for 
certification of co-
benefits such as 
biodiversity
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ISCC is part of the EC Expert Group supporting the EC in the development of 
tailored certification methodologies for all type of carbon removals

12

CARBON FARMING
• Soils

• Forests
• Peatlands

• JUNE 23

INDUSTRIAL 
REMOVALS
• Permanent storage
• Long-lasting carbon

storage products

• OCTOBER 23

CERTIFICATION 
PROCESS
• Certification schemes
• Third-party verification
• Registries

• Nov 23

2024 
WORKPROGRAM
Report on best
practices

• Q4 23 or Q1 24

Timeline



© Meo Carbon Solutions GmbH: For personal use only. Reproduction and distribution is prohibited. 

03Opportunities
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The certification of carbon removal offers opportunities both to public and 
private sectors 
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§ Private markets à food companies reward farmers for additional carbon removals and 
enhance their carbon accounting; 

§ Voluntary carbon markets à raise financing for high-quality carbon removals; support 
public and private organizations in avoiding greenwashing. Use also as carbon credits 
beyound the value change.

§ EU programs à certificates can be used for result-based financing in programs such as 
Common Agricultural Policy

Public funding à authorities interested in financing innovative carbon removal projects can 
use the certification to better compare the offers; authorities can finance the enlargement of 
nature parks through the sale of carbon removal certificates 
Impact finance à new income opportunities for industries developing carbon removal 
technologies or long-lasting carbon storage products

Examples
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CLIMATEPAL:
A NEW ERA OF CARBON CREDIT CERTIFICATION

ClimatePal is providing 
certification systems and 
standards for 
environmental credits in 
voluntary markets  

to unlock potentials 
for GHG mitigation and 
sustainable development 
while safeguarding 
environmental and 
social integrity. 

https://www.climatepal.org
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Follow us on

Many thanks for your attention!

Meo Carbon Solutions GmbH
Hohenzollernring 72, 50672 Cologne, Germany

Email: bulgheroni@meo-carbon.com


