
RESPECTING THE 
HUMAN RIGHT TO FOOD
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WHY DO WE NEED THE FOOD SECURITY STANDARD (FSS)?
Many agricultural goods used in Europe for food or material use are produced in countries of the

Global South. Yet, more than 800 million people still go hungry globally; most of them live in the

rural regions of the Global South and depend on agriculture for their livelihoods (FAO 2015).

Respecting the human right to adequate food is closely linked to 11 other essential rights related to

health, social security and development impacting issues like child labor or deforestation.

Ultimately, zero hunger for smallholder farmers and agricultural workers is the foundation for

sustainable supply chains. The German Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture entrusted

Welthungerhilfe and Meo Carbon Solutions to provide market participants a hands-on solution to

address food insecurity in agricultural supply chains. 

THE FOOD
SECURITY

STANDARD
Demonstrating

Companies’ Efforts
Towards Zero Hunger

Supply Chains 

Highlights compliance with national due diligence obligations and internationally recognized

principles—including the UN Global Compact and UN Guiding Principles on Business and

Human Rights

Supports credible and verified reporting on the UN SDG 2 and GRI 13.9.1 for food security

through audit results and impact monitoring concept

Identifies and mitigates human rights risks related to food by implementing the FSS at the

production level

Creates positive long-term impacts on the living conditions of workers, farmers and

surrounding communities

A TOOL TO SUPPORT CORPORATE DUE DILIGENCE



Identifies potential human rights risks by country, with a special
focus on the right to food through publicly available data
Defines a risk level for eight categories that determine the social
context as well as a national risk level for initial prioritization 
Provides additional questions for the audit 

Offers a complete audit checklist—including criteria, indicators
and guidance for verification 
Serves to develop an improvement plan for monitoring and
reporting  

Determines concrete food security risks at the local level 
Provides a structured interview questionnaire for smallholder
farmers, workers and stakeholders
Implements cost-effective food security monitoring

National Food Security Assessment (NaFSA)

FSS Audit Procedure Tool (Checklist)

The FSS toolbox is tailored to the specific circumstances of small businesses, medium-sized farms
or plantations. The tools can be used for FSS certification or to assess potential and actual risks at
production level in their operation and area of responsibility. 

THE FSS TOOLBOX

FSS Quick Assessment Tool (QAT)

1. HUMAN RIGHTS
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

2.  IDENTIFYING
RISKS

3. PREVENTING
& MITIGATING

 

4. PERFORMANCE
& MONITORING

 

5. TRANSPARENT
REPORTING

 

• Integrate the right to food into
corporate policies & procedures
• Establish internal management
structure

Abstract risk analysis
on national level →
NaFSA 
Concrete food security
risk analysis on the
ground → QAT
Full assessment →
Checklist

Respond to
identified risks →
FOSSEM or FSS 
Develop action plan 
Follow participatory
rights-based
approach

Monitor food security
situation → QAT 
On-site verification &
annual progress reports
Complaints mechanism
Evidence on FSS
measures 

Substantiated reporting
on Human Right to
Food
Annual assessment /
audit reports
FOSSEM statement /
FSS certificate

CORPORATE
HUMAN RIGHTS
DUE DILIGENCE



Support the implementation of a holistic human rights approach in agricultural supply chains
Provide a practical toolbox for risk identification on human rights, prioritization and
development of action plans
Assist throughout the entire process of working with the FSS—including training, consultancy
and marketing and communication to highlight the differentiated rights-based approach
 Conduct benchmarking with the main standard for combined and cost-efficient audit
Customize FOSSEM to specific supply chains and needs

* Services currently offered for free through funding from the Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture

OUR SERVICES*

Step-by-step model to implement human rights-
measures using FSS Criteria & Indicators
Practical for producers that want to introduce
sustainability management practices
Particularly suitable to prevent or mitigate risks in
line with human rights due diligence 
Available as ready-to-use or customizable for a
diverse range of needs  
Can optionally lead to full FSS certification 

Complements existing sustainability
certifications by further addressing food
security at the production level
Third-party verification alongside the main
sustainability standard
Provides a high level of assurance that the
agricultural producer complies with human
rights obligations
Optional label use on products to demonstrate
commitment to food security

OUR SOLUTIONS

FSS 
CERTIFICATION 

FOOD SECURITY SENSITIVE
MANAGEMENT (FOSSEM) 

 
info@foodsecuritystandard.org
www.foodsecuritystandard.org
@ Food Security Standard

FEEL FREE TO GET IN TOUCH:


